Wombat
Hill

Distance: 6km (approx)
Time ; 1% hours
Grade : Medium

Celebrating 30 years of
Daylesford Bushwalking
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From the Daylesford Information
Centre, walk towards Hepburn
Springs, past the Daylesford Post
Office (1858), to Central Springs
Road. Turn right at the roundabout
and walk up Central Springs Road,
crossing Duke Street, to Camp Street.
Turn right and follow this road to the
next intersection (Stanbridge Street).
Turn left and after about 50m turn
right into Argus Street. Continue on to
Orford Street (not signed) and the
Cornish Hill lookout. (1)

After checking out the information
board and the wonderful views of
Daylesford and the Wombat State
Forest, return to the road and the
walking track starts about 50m to your
right. You have now entered the
Cornish Hill Reserve. (2) This area
was heavily mined between 1852 and
the 1950°s and was central to the
development of Daylesford. It is now a
Crown Land Reserve managed by a
Community Committee of
Management.

Follow the walking track, keeping to
the left of the shipping container, for
about 325m to a yellow sign and a
track leading downhill on your right.
Take this track and continue on for
about 350m to a *Y” intersection. Take
the track on the left, past the pump

station, to Stanhope Street. Continue
uphill to the next intersection. Turn right
into Grant Street and then sharp left
back into Stanhope Street. Continue up-
hill, cross the first and second intersec-
tions and enter the Wombat Hill Botanic
Gardens.

These heritage listed gardens were de-
veloped from around 1865 and are
spectacularly sited on an extinct volcan-
ic cone.

Follow the bitumen road to your right
and into the Tower Car park. (3) Walk up
to the Pioneers' Memorial Tower (1957)
(4) and, if you are game, climb its nar-
row staircase. Continue on the pathway
through the gardens to Wombat Hill
House. (5) Pause here for a coffee or
more. (Open 7 days, Sam-4pm).

On leaving the café, turn to your right
and enter the Scenic Drive. Continue on
this track for about 700m until again
reaching the entrance to the Tower Car
Park. Take the lesser track on your left
and follow this until it intersects with the
Scenic Drive. You will now see a bitu-
men path on your right leading down to
a road. Take this path and turn right at
the road and follow it to Hill Street.

On your right is the beautiful Convent
Gallery. (6) This 19" century mansion
was built in the 1860’s as a private

home and, from the 1880's until 1973,

was a Convent and Girls' Boarding
School. In 1988 it was purchased
and redeveloped into an award win-
ning art gallery.

Turn left and follow Hill Street to
Camp Street where you again turn
left and then proceed past the for-
mer Police Precinct (7) which in-
cludes the old courthouse (1862),
police quarters (1858) and lock up
(1862). Check out the Information
Board.

Cross over Camp Street and into Al-
bert Street and walk down to Vincent
Street and back to the Information
Centre.

Walk Safety

Always carry water

*  Wear sturdy footwear, appropriate cloth-
ing and sunscreen

»  Stick to the track

+  Keepwell away from mine shafts

*  Observe fire regulations and total fire
bans

*  Plan your walk and inform someone
where you are going and your intended
return
Mever walk alane in the bush
Check weather conditions before setting
out

+ |f you need urgent help, call 000

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure
the accuracy of the information in this publi-
cation, U3A Hepburn Shire and the Shire of
Hepburn disclaim any liability for any error,
loss or other consequence which may arise
from you relying on any information in this or
allied publications.




